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July 23, 2026

Senator/Representative  XXXXX								
350 Main Capitol
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3041

Dear Congressman/Congresswoman XXXX,

We are writing to share the response of Pennsylvania nonprofits to the Office of Management & Budget’s proposed changes to the Uniform Guidance for those receiving federal grants and contracts.   
If implemented, the OMB proposal would create significant financial risk and instability for Pennsylvania’s nonprofits who receive federal funding - making it more difficult to provide vital services for those most vulnerable in every neighborhood and community across the Commonwealth - in partnership with federal, state, and local governments.  Between 2016 and 2024 alone, Pennsylvania nonprofits brought in $40 Billion federal dollars to the nonprofits in the Commonwealth– an infusion of cash that, among other things, has provided incentives for Pennsylvania businesses to form private -public partnerships through local nonprofits.

Demonstrating the scope of this potential impact, Pennsylvania nonprofits drive the $140 Billion of the state’s economy, employing 15.7% of the Commonwealth’s workforce.  Pennsylvania nonprofits further earn 69% of their revenue, compared to the 49% earned income reported from the national nonprofit community. Replacing current objective criteria with criteria based on political considerations alone unnecessarily risks the $40 Billion in federal investment noted above.

Please see below for the letter that was signed by 91 nonprofits in Pennsylvania.  PANO would be happy to talk more with you about the these and other impacts of these changes to the Uniform Guidance.
---------------
To the U.S. Office of Management and Budget:

Re: OMB-2026-0034, Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance

We, the undersigned ninety-one (91) Pennsylvania-based organizations, oppose the U.S. Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) proposed changes to overhaul the set of rules, known as the Uniform Guidance, governing federal grants, cooperative agreements, and other monetary awards to nonprofits, state and local governments, and other grantees. 

If implemented, the OMB proposal would create significant financial risk and instability for federal grantees, making it more difficult to provide vital services to communities. If implemented, grantees will be faced with unpredictable financial, legal, and reputational risks that increase the costs of accepting federal awards while decreasing the benefits. Many effective and qualified grantees may be unable to accept those risks. This could lead to disruptions to essential services, including housing, community development, health, education, food, shelter, community services, disaster recovery, and more in communities and states nationwide. 

The proposal allows federal agencies to determine discretionary federal awards based on partisan ideology, not community needs or congressional intent. OMB proposes to create a pre-approval process that allows political appointees to exclude grant proposals from consideration if the proposal is not consistent with “federal agency priorities and the national interest.” Grantees would not know whether and why their proposal was rejected through this process, and they would be unable to challenge such actions. Moreover, the proposal directs agencies to consider a grantee’s membership or affiliation with other organizations that “undermine public safety or national security” and grantees’ engagement in “activities or initiatives that are inconsistent with federal civil rights laws.” These provisions could exclude grantees oppose an administration’s policies. Taken together, these provisions would essentially allow any administration to disqualify a grantee it disfavors.

The proposal would force grantees to operate in a shifting environment, increasing the difficulty of administering federal programs. The proposal directs agencies to align federal programs with “administration policies and priorities,” creating uncertainty as each new administration could make significant, substantive changes. OMB proposes to allow federal agencies to terminate or suspend discretionary grants without cause and to change grant terms and conditions mid-performance. Federal agencies would be authorized to impose onerous oversight and monitoring requirements across entire programs, regardless of the grantee’s individual performance. When a grant is terminated under the agency’s discretion, the agency would not have to provide grantees with any administrative hearing or appeals process. Federal agencies could withhold federal discretionary grants indefinitely. Moreover, under the proposal, agencies could terminate grants if subrecipients “damage the reputation” of the federal government, a term that is not defined. 

We urge you to reverse course and stop these proposed changes.

Thank you,

The 91 Pennsylvania Organizations 
A Safe Place
A Way Out
A Woman's Place
Advocacy Academy
Alleghenies Unlimited Care Providers
Allegheny Valley Association of Churches
Andrew Carnegie Free Library & Music Hall
Armstrong County Area Agency on Aging
Black Swann Solutions LLC
Blackburn Center
Blueprints
Bosler Memorial Library
Bucks County Free Library
Centennial Parkside CDC
Center for Hope
Chester Housing Authority
Cindy Leonard Consulting LLC
Circle of Friends, Inc.
Citizens Coal Council
Civically, Inc.
Clairton Family Center AIU3
ClothedNStrength, Inc.
Community Action Lehigh Valley
Computer Reach
Consortium for Public Education
Countryside Consulting, Inc.
CPM Leadership Consultants
Crisis Center North
DAZA Development Inc.
Domestic Abuse Project of Delaware County
Domestic Violence Intervention of Lebanon County
Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern Pennsylvania
Eastern Pennsylvania Branch of the American Society for Microbiology (EPAASM)
Eastern Pennsylvania Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation
EduKids
Energy Coordinating Agency
Energy Efficiency Empowerment
Friends of the Wissahickon
Georgia E. Gregory Interdenominational School of Music
Hazleton Integration Project, Inc.
Helping All Victims in Need (HAVIN)
Home Grown
Hope & Action Consulting
Hunger-Free Pennsylvania
Just Capital Access
Just Harvest
Laurel House
Mazzoni Center
McKees Rocks Community Development Corporation
Mental Health Partnership
Metropolitan Area Neighborhood Nutrition Alliance (MANNA)
Mon Valley Academy for the Arts, Inc.
MyCIL Center for Independent Living
Network of Victim Assistance
New Sun Rising
Northern Children's Services
Oil Creek Library District
Ordinarie Heroes
PA Coalition Against Domestic Violence
PA Immigrant & Refugee Women's Network
PA Museums
Parent Education and Advocacy Leadership (PEAL) Center
Pennsylvania Association of Nonprofit Organizations (PANO)
Pennsylvania coalition against domestic violence
Pennsylvania Coalition for Oral Health
Pennsylvania Head Start Association
Pennsylvania Integrated Library System Consortium
Philly Neighborhood Networks
Phoenixville Community Health Foundation
Pittsburgh Food Policy Council
Pocono Heritage Land Trust
Principled Strategy
Project Capoeira
RiverWise
Second State Press
Shoot Basketballs NOT People
Sykesville Public Library
Sylvia&Carter&Associates
The Abuse Network, Inc.
The Nava Center
Transitions of PA
Tree Tops Animal Rescue/Treetops Kitty Cafe
VestedIn
Victims' Intervention Program
Women Against Abuse
Women's Center & Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh
Women's Services Inc.
Wonderspring
WRC, Inc.
Young Audiences Arts for Learning NJ & Eastern PA
YWCA Bradford
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