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Agenda

 How does the federal government support housing? 

 Using data to understand housing in your community



How Does the Federal Government Support Housing? 
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Beyond HUD: How does the federal government support 
housing? 

F E D E R A L  H O U S I N G  S U P P O R T S

Investment Type Description Examples

Grants and contracts Distributed to state and local public 
housing authorities, nonprofits, and 
private owners to reduce private 
housing costs.

• HUD public housing
• HUD project- or tenant-based rental 

assistance
• HUD Continuum of Care program

Low-interest loans Provide home financing options at 
lower interest rates and at a cheaper 
cost than private banks.

• USDA loans for homeowners and 
developers

Securitizing, insuring, 
and guaranteeing of 
housing-related debt

Reduce the cost and risk of investment 
in housing, particularly for 
homeownership, though also for 
multifamily rental buildings.

• Mortgages purchased by Fannie Mae 
or Freddie Mac

• USDA loan guarantees

Tax expenditures Reduce federal revenues but subsidize 
housing investment.

• Tax credits, deductions, exclusions, 
and deferrals for homeowners or 
property owners
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HUD is just a small component of housing expenditures
F E D E R A L  H O U S I N G  S U P P O R T S

The federal government spends 
far more on providing tax benefits 
for housing than it does on grants 

from the US Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD).

Federal tax expenditures and budgetary obligations, by agency, fiscal year 
2024
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How does the federal government support housing? 

 Federal supports subsidize households at a range of incomes and assist both 
renters and homeowners

 Both affordable and market-rate housing

 Federal housing supports vary in their mechanism

 Unit or project-based vs. tenant- or homeowner-based

 Supports vary across housing types, including single-family homes and 
multifamily apartments

F E D E R A L  H O U S I N G  S U P P O R T S
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Our data show federal housing support helps everyone
F E D E R A L  H O U S I N G  S U P P O R T S

Federal housing policy benefits are 
disproportionately weighted 

toward homeowners rather than 
low-income renters.

Federal tax expenditures and budgetary obligations, by type and support, 
fiscal year 2024
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Federal supports complement and/or rely on each other

 Developers often rely on multiple federal supports to fulfill various roles in 
project financing and funding

 One-third of the more than 80,000 rental housing projects with federal affordable 
project-based housing supports used more than one

 At least one-quarter of reported LIHTC units is occupied by households that also 
use Housing Choice Vouchers

 State and local government resources are also used in combination with federal 
supports

F E D E R A L  H O U S I N G  S U P P O R T S
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ROAD to Housing Act updates

 Congress enacted the first major housing legislation in many decades this year: the 
ROAD to Housing Act

 The legislation includes some key elements that could impact housing supply and 
affordability:

 It makes manufactured housing more feasible by eliminating the "chassis requirement"

 It rewards and punishes cities and counties based on housing supply growth through the 
CDBG program

 It makes financing certain projects more feasible

 To achieve the goals of the legislation, Congress will have to support localities and 
states

F E D E R A L  H O U S I N G  S U P P O R T S



Using Local Data to Understand Housing
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We compiled 
publicly available 
data sources that 
include local 
information on 
federal housing

L O C A L  D A T A
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Our HUD data tracker shows impacts of budget cuts 
nationwide for states and congressional districts

L O C A L  D A T A
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But we can look at the local level, too

L O C A L  D A T A
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Our federal infrastructure tool tracks federal spending

L O C A L  D A T A

We include housing as a part of 
infrastructure.

It compares funding with 
indicators of need, spotlighting 

inequities at the local, state, 
and federal levels.

It will be updated this fall.



Questions & Discussion
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Stay in touch

Have other questions or comments? Feel free to reach out.

 Yonah Freemark, yfreemark@urban.org

 Amanda Hermans, ahermans@urban.org 

mailto:yfreemark@urban.org
mailto:ahermans@urban.org
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